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USING STANDARDS

May Cassar and Suzanne Keene

"E!sy ron ol b6 ditd6 ot ts@t shalt pilch by his olvnsbndad, wih th€ €nsign ot tEi, htp/s house" (NumbeB
2.2)

Tl'619 a|e s€rsl defnilons ot.sbndard,. Tt€ 6on ot sbndad
w€ aD consited€ hsE is me6u€€Ue d d66cribabto in suftjent
.bb,1 b make ompris possibto tr rs ag6€d and recognized by
4,, ar b_ast g€ndatt: it is a fir€d €terei@ Fhr b us n @mpdi_ss Sqne stafttads s€ tegaly €nto@abh: maiy aD inbre
doary r@gnizsd, d are inbrEdonat srardads $€mstv6s. Forstsndads to suNivs ir us hel sho(jd l@r cgrtain g€ned drE,
na pl€dErabrtdy, reasu€abrtiry ,€t6vaic€, bchmc€t and €@nmical baslulity, onfcrcoalitity, snd s.day@tturay&*mE e,.€phbil,ryl WtfFUt €@pron, tEs criEda @n be apdbd b h€us or srandads h @lwation, rtE stj€ct ot hrs pap€r

Uslng slandaads
Mucfi time ad public mon6y go€s hio .t€letophg sbrdes amolE{Eghg tr€tr acbption Why i6 hisr Hry 6 w us nEnv€sEnenr to hetp in fi€Eging dservation? Tabls 1 ilushabs
h€ rol€ ol srardards in mLeums. Mosr o€an,zed @apEes,
nom oncas 4d schoots lo he tesure indusby, aE subpcl b 61-
sharts hm inFrnalt or €rbruIy impos€d sb4dard. The wqlol sbndadisaibn in indJsry today is caried out ar tou t€v€ts of

INTERNATIONAL: e.g. lnromarionat Sran&ds orsun,salon;
Inbmrima/ FedqErio fd be Apdicalion of Sbrdads

NATIONAL: e.g. Sp Bnlish Sranctads hsrirution Edu€tional
siarxhrds: tp Naional C@nci to{ vocatonat O@tir€,

soClETY oB INDUSIRY: 69. t€ Mus€ums Assooiadon. UKtc
h€ i/tuselms srd Galtories Commisso, ttE Muser-s
rdnrng InsttJb

COMPANY OB ORG\N|SATION: € g.tndvllaj musums q p+
vab consNation: business

At company or o€disato. lev€|, companies ofcn ha!€ Stan-
Ff: ryrry*E Thei purpo!€. @sdH n $arld3rd6 arddrEhg,, ts. lo assst masg€nent b dnd rhe quatiry ot rhe
compants patucas dd pro@sss by m@ns ot siandard sp€ci
fiebons'.' What do€s rh|6 rcR consist or? (iak€n trcm ,. Iour
1 . To b; Amiliar w h he wdkjng @ndilions and rlet1ods olpaymnt br t'e opaarjons p€dm€d in d€ Imusuml and bidenlit tro6€ ope.atons in ib adiviies h;t |equie quativ

dntDl
2. To popos€, F6pa,€ dd pod@ Imusml shndar.h spea

fi€uonsl
3. 'To€nsft tlat tle lmu$uml slalcbd speic€tds a9@,as lEr a j)ossde. wittl tE l€te@t stalrndy €gutairons orEga cononDns ....
4, 'Io distibub, to rhe porsonmt cooq€d ... he llnusml

slandad sp€clf€tois b 6nsue hst hey a,€ red ;nsisrmi
aid up-b dab and in ac@rd wfi hs lcolpqab da ot d€
mus€unt, Md to onsure r'at lstaifl al€ lamrtal wm new
lpro@dx€sl a t€v @ rntrodued

5. To &frc and conrolthe m€hod of apdication ot he sbn&dsp€df€tbn ... in or.ter b €nsu€ a ct!@ ot @ntomiry o,prccedulesl .. b f|e eqjr€d sian&d ot oLrajiv
6. To tak€ part in, and b conffiub b, narional sr;ndardsafol

Y F's 'Etresd'|€d d ... assiadons ... tr€padns siandad6 plaing b h6 lp|llb$idrl.

_ Could coneryadon n th€ pnlsE ard FUUic s€d* o6EiinDm b6 €rslon€. tdmalty or InronnaJty. ot a m€chm|sm torsiaftEds apdi:atiirn sudr as tEt op€rabd in indsw?

-- A@pi€d and EcognE€d sEidads mal(€ @sbng ad p.ijlg
sasEr. a/r @mp€ttd fair€r, in boh pudic dd privarj onssva-to.r Factic€. Th€y are h€ tiEd goat posts in wh;t often s€€frs rrb€ a m'ddy f€ld s<j€m6 ot E@gniron or t€gisralion, t@nct€d
on spdrEo srandards dd ba.*€d by Mdrions tq gtur aij, gir€por€. io t€ poposdkr tlar ir is Fnt6s havnE putic o|ledions
fl rpy al€ rct h ract marnrainod ard pEs€rv€d h pdrab pEct e,tr'ry mak6 conpedtion hiFr. plomot€ imFor€d u;dvng p|*1ie,
and 6g€rxht oofdeico in tE pmte6sion doog rf€ pubt6 ardcli6nG

. Srandards @ eE tiro and dglrmnt  

 

a rev hbEry orarcr'M st@ is b€nE dMn€d, h6n a sp€dfc Bnrish Stzn@o $Goll ihe sF.ifcatio ld n The ws 

 

mtorEd cons€Mror €n prc
vde 6 rets@n € b &tsh Siandad 5454. 1999. The ardribct isEfilw wfi r)o apda:lbn ot &ilish Sbdad rc.omhb@lms
i ne rundng, body knows hat $e sp€cif€ron is lrqn a Edondt€6gnz€d body ll il is decjctod hat rt € &irsh Slardard is mlslto.dabl6, ,ltpn ar t€asr f€re is a poior ot departure tor a @mFrh6€ sFdf€rm. or td Eising a sar br @npt€mfilary tund-hg. whon he wort is cohp€re. any supposd dst€os @ oea$ess€d agai.sr he delarhd sp€dtic€tion whrdr ms been us€d.rlsFad or a dsbndt dabJdsh appcci lakng days or ar boslho!u, rI€ $sruatDr can mat6 a qrid, undLigLds, aurhonb-lve rLry poresond onr,bJror wou,d rhd rhis rere possibte

ror noE a@s ot dr k*l

Ihsr€ e widet a..spied sra.drds in ho area or p@wndl€
.onseryalon {, yst display and erhibition often caus or6pueDdw6n con$ryalors and dEiors. h is nudr mor€ efi€nr E aninsiturbn b adpt a polky !o adh€E !o t€6e siandads. Ttus t€gloud ruLs ae hd, and ds$sbns os cordrrons td daedraloDjocls havo a good chanc€ ot being resotv€d more6ry s6maro€ and gLrijel;ms ae ons ot h€ b€st possibl€ waysor r@6h9 and ud isirE be Fsutts ot tudarnend l;earch. F*coisRabrs wtt have irr|s b digesr d6bited pubtications eiirEoul Eo so,l ol ch'hqe obi€ds can suier uad;r paiicl,hl disCicondrionsi lor 6)€mde?, €pdrng €s6rch on isdins due b ai-nGphenc pollutanB. Whar re n€€d in his insbne i; a €sLEnylpdabd star'dard s€njng od ie marhum tevets of poltrnanr;,
shiJr bhes nb eud e,'l tE dred 6s€ach n he tistd. Ad€b ed hrqtedg€ ot standajds @ght b b€ an imporbd pan otdy 0'anh€ s.n€m b. musol/m pDlessioats Anyono wir h6ben rrcv€d wih he wwms DiFma tor orabrs musr ha€nd tedgtiqs wh6n atd b 9\€ tuoc.iats m suibbt€ Ireatm€nE tor objects. whidr js whal smd r! be reqrrod hw ruomoe usetul it c!Ero.s, and con*Mto.s tm, tor hat maner,uRersbod her hse de sbrdards tu he sb,ege ad dEplay oioqecc, rlEt th€y aD ihpdranr and unabte lo be changed byhdNijual whih, onty ds@qard€d.

T'r s hngs u! b p€rrEF rfE m6t mpDnad ue re c€n rorsorsiar'dards. b bu:tdthm inb pot(+s in our dn wo ingenviM.mer .. I nE ts somethhg e€ryde €. do, sinc€ po,.o* @ apptas rell to on€ s oM wod{r g p?( ic as b hose ot m insrituron,la?ge or sall. Taldng pD 3542, Th. ope€rion ot sbddds in acomp6/'y', as o(lr sbrlil.g poinr, Tabte 1 su.nrois€s ths $Eys inwhin sbidads c€n aodv in coneRaliM

PuUisM sErxhds shouH 6€rve as a gud6. Tll€y musr b6hetpl€Ed @€cty dd appt€d inle rgddy b sp€<ifrc sMlosror elanpb, n €n b€ fle pdk, ot d| hsrMion !c adle t,rs..gnrz€d aid g€nmly 6@pbd tight ts\€ts. h p€cn €, ir Bsxposurs €rprE6s€d h tur-hdu ovn a s€r pqiod {sy orr€ yd)
f'ar should b€ n6asu6. ths alqs to, g€6bl fehbitii/ ;
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Tatb 1

SUMMARY OF THE USE OF STANDARDS IN CONSERVATION

Design

Dirocriws, proc€du€6,

Codss ol p|Elic€, guitelhs6

Sp€dfi€lids. slandards,

Mabials, componants, design
gui&linss

ld€ntifcaton.oding, handling

H€6lit sd salsiy sbrdaids,
-npFved cdhdton €re

ldenlit ard contd plai!
€quiFnert G mainl€nanc€,

i,laintain oprimum design
poGsbilidss uncbf cor'toll€d
(mtnioum) vabt @ndrions

lvle3ningtul ard slandad
sp€ifi€rios, srod( @tol,
ssrauish pdc€, ag€€d
dss(|iplion, impio'6 sowces

lmprc€ dn€.i and ind@l
prcducdon, contol varioty ol
bd6 at'd €qliplnsnr, assist
in laboEbry layout ard
prcvtrle lhe basis lof qualit

L€ndgtborou€r rcqui€menls,

F6duco docum€ntation,
hptove co.nmunicdon

lmp@sd dnmuni€tion,
€dEd dshadq b€nEr

lmpD\€d +ality ot lile lor
srafi, otiecb r'd vsirds

Contol 6ts of mainbinirE
dant equipment €d.s

imFoved dnmun-Erion
ad imp@ing qJalily and
rcliabilily

lmplDwd malqial maa€e
msr. Edl@d sb.* hB!
n€nt inFov€d aEilability
ol psis, r€dued ob$16
c€nc€, b€r€r spedficalio.'

misundsstanding, b€sl

lowesl @st slisrying form,

lmp@€d dFul qGlily,
h@lth dd sbly, staff ard

Spqrncadons, @4s ol pr&li@

Codss ol pEctic€, codirc RedEd wiery and cost
imprc!€d qaliv, ecoidny,

appting t€ standdd wituJl dsl tc t|€ oOircls. ftis means hat
€xp6€u€ b€yond t'€ €.omm€ncbd l6v€l tor a m€$ur€d pe&d ol
lime dqftg ttE ys is bahEd by compbb Fobclim ftDn lighl al
of|sl fin€6 wh€i h€ obird i6 not on dsphy.

General slandalds
We dno inb daily dia.t wih sdE sbrdads. Sbndard FD@
&l€6 wihin indi/itual oQ€dsdd|s gi\€.ohesidl snd punos€ to
a whol6 l'196 ol *ivilis6, indding coll€clions c€€. For €xsmpls,
rhe Narion€l Trusl Manual of H@sl@tirE, sblbd 6 a rcrtdlE
mdual ld hous sralt hFughdr tlE Trusts Fopenies. TIE
manual iogeh€r wih a s€t of pruclical dsmonstatjon videos,
lG€pirg H0us€"0, lqrn tlo Nalionsl Trusfs sbndard m€thodlogy
ol @l61io €F, apdin h all its hds. ffihin ho mue6
wodd, prolessknal standards al€ being dmlhbd by f|6 Muso-
ums md Galldi€s Cdmission. dE Musms As*ialid, tE
Mus€um6 Dodm€nlalion Ass..* ion, and he Unilsd Xindgom

Insttrb lor Cons€rualion. H€alh and salsy B€yond t's stan-
dards sp€dflc t] our oi^n probssion, fi€r€ is a wide Enge ot
9qr6El sbidads, gti*lin6 and egulations. We shouH be
a/vars ol €ome ol tr€m. For €xarnde, t€ @€HH (Carltolol
Subslances Haltntul lo Hsalh) €gulatjonsi' spocit srandad
prcc€durss b do witr sab wo*jng pradic€s, wni,t arE €nlorc€-
abl€ by la/v- These in i)m d€w or' ofi6l standads, suct' 6 TLV
(th€shold limil vdues), otc. 4ainsr Ehich exFos@ b ha.mtul
subslanc€s can b€ measulsd. Building and constlcton AuiHins
l€guhiions issu€d by he Oepartn€nt ol fie Environnsnr sp€cit
detailed standards lor building consrructionr,and m onforc€d
by insp€clions ard tE iss ol @dif@bs by buiHing insp61oB.
Good pr€cnce is co',€Ed in conshdion, in heal$ and salev,
and mo.€ r€c€nly en€rgy efidenq in buildrys. CIBSE (te
Charler€d Inslitulion ol Building S€ruices Enginoors, and ils
counbm€|r i|| t€ Unibd srabs. ASHME (dr6 An€ri.:an soci-
€ty ol H€anng, R€tig€Elion Md Air-conditioning Engine€rs),
issr€ gok olines €comm€nclng good pretcg h buildrE 6€rv-
bes €ngin*dng. Th€ lighftE Division ol CIBSE has jusl sb|bd
he r€vision ol i6 Ughdng Guir€: l'tuseums ard Gallen€s ':.
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Th. Arlbh Sr.nd.rrt. Inltttltton

T16 &irish saan&ds Inslilition F€pares natonat srardaG and
co<bs ol good placlt@ by agrgem€nt among aI rho inr€fesr.
@n@m€d, and promolss h6ir adoption. Untike he buitdjng
lgS]llatiss, &iosh Sbrdads are non€nfdcaabt€ guil€tin€s. it
should be mbd ttat while .d|omdia@ wih a Adish Srardad
is nol punishauo by la /, daioing b cb so but hjting b comdy, is.

&irish Standatds e g€a€d b h6 m€ds ot indrsry, wih al
mporbnt ex@plim: BS 54t1.

BS s4el was pEparcd by a panel ol archivists, s<rbntists ard
bd'ni=l exporrs dl Uilding aid €quipn€nr tr sp€dfss in d€ta'l
suct' t'iEs as matqials fd sh€MlE, spa@ tar accs$, ard €nvi-
lonosntal pemmebrs br Ehli\€ humilily, bmp€mtl|e ard pd-
lutanls. h hd bo€n trs guidng brc€ b€hhd 0I€ design ot Ew
archiw Eposalodas aid th€ upg€ding ol old orc6. tr is us€d as a
y€rbli* in oftial inspacton 6nd +provat ot l@d dsposib

A sffid &idsh Sbndad nas consMlion us6s: BS 1006,
tte bl@ wool sbndard lading bst. Srandad samptes of Uuo wool
labic @ Prolii€d in it, which lade ar kmwn |abs on exFosrB rD
lighl Th€s smdes can be us€d b itusbab g6phL:alt hs ab
of hdins ol dsday€d otiecls sxpos€d to ligl-d ,5.

The development ol standards tot museums
and galle es
Stan&JG lor husms got ofi b a h€sibrn sran, wirh ths Mus-
ums Associ{ilbn's A@ditaton Sdme,6. Duins he tab ?Os
h6 M.A. dewloFd dd pblish€d ev€ral Cod6s or P|€djce, in
d|nrng ftose tr i&sum tutrcdlie, Mus€llm Cu€lcB. lv!$sum
CnmitlB€ l/tsmbss, Trusb€s dd i,l6mb€rs ot coEmino Bo+
'es". Ihis b€gan he woft *hdr he Musums and c;bri€s
Commissid ([,lGC) was id6ally ptac€d b dewlop.

-Ihe MGCb €dit fDm govsnmnt emuss h b recommord
sbn(b'tb b musums and galetus. ]lte MGC c,edar€o rc m-
mtn€nt b a 6horsnt and dnfleh€nsire prcgramme ot sbn
chds cle\EloFn€nt in ib Coporala Phn ot 19s&€9 r' tgsa 93.
snca $€n t€ lvlco has embad@d on a poglamm€ ot sbrdads
dsvelopmmt, s{lppolt€d finand y by fte Otrca ol Aris and UblEf-
i6, notabv thor4h h€ A|Ea Musums Co|.flcils.

Th. udm. B€gllr'arld SdrsBi.

This national standaJds sdems smptoyr .rteda tEr Dfect a s€t
of minimum sbndads, in od€r ro €nsuE rhar tarqo nume6 or
srEll h&p€nd€il musms would nor bo axdud€d: I was in his
ssbr fEl th€ n€€d lor gditancg ard improlsn*ll wa tslt b b€
nosr db,l Ofta rcgisralion has bM caried out wihin an
Aroa Mus€um C€unril, it bocones f|o basic dibrion lor etisibiliv

Begistalbn .ribda have b€€n resdEi€d !o essenliat basE
mus€un tunclions ard responsibilili€s: conihiry wilh dl€ Mus
ums Assialion! definifon ot a mus€w; an ac.€plabte @nsrit)-
Itd dd financ*al basisi 6mdia@ wih att lst6@t tegat. satsry
dd p€nnng Equrl€menEi a wni6n acquisilion and disposal
poliry: a ninimum documenhrbn recordj pubtic acc€ss and
iadlit€6 appoPliaie b d€ musum; a.d a@s b protGsidal
and.rl|€tcdal advi6. Th€ guideline stso |€qj@ hat d| |€as
auo sbp6 should bo ratd t5 pr65€re rh6.dt€dionsl h sm6
likoly that minimum slardaKb tu @ns\,alion, esF.ijt pr€wn-
lt\.€ Ms€rvaiion, €nviMm€nbl monibNing and conrot wil tofin
an €lemel'l ol he s..heme in d€ tunllp'6.

Sbndard! for @ttetlon. 616

A hl€ey€ar pEgrann€ is und€r way b osEblish sbndads tor
cdl€clion6 @. Th€ aim is !o dsfine he oplimum srardarG t|at
overy nusum sho'Jld ssk b actier€. Ttes€ hdude cb@mna
tion and he muselm envionmonr Deidhd col€clionww
sianrhlds are de b€ing &!€lop€d or |€lis€d wh€re fiey alEad/
sist fha frst lour ol thos will be bl srch*otogiet. Uologicrt,
geologiFlaid hdr6iial @ll€crons. Ihoy buitd o tF EtgiLitity
Cnbia ft{ G@t-Aid€d Sb.ag€ ot EEvdim Ardiws (19€6)'i,
ho fndings ol hs Mls€ums As@rons RoFort ol| Bilogrcat
Coll€cnons {1987P, dd dre SioM Bepon d Industrial CoI@
rions (1989),,. Fq do<rn6nbrio. he s@und wad\ has aBaw

Grants, tundhg and pettomanoe
Tt€ C6r ol Coth.rtns

T)'e d€v€lopmd dd a{plbalion ol sbndads devetop.nont has
sisnifdl finandal imdiations tu mus€um6. TIF Co6t of Cdt€.t-
ing €pon (1949) 2, which propoes a lqrnula tor €tcularing fE
6l of acqridry d object @ b€ us€d by mus€ums ro €hutab
lrE tu€ cosl ot prop€iy hou$ry and dEting ai obirt or a
corEcion, aid |r|us b @nrd an imFriant a€a ot heir op€ratims
Tl'6 Elo ol acquisition hes very sisnificant i,npti€lios br tE e,€

A.{ lrtlsm C@ndt grontt

Sp€<ific aEnt6 haE b€€n €amarked by d€ Area Museums
Counols lo. l€gional poit rs b |acitirate bs adoption ot @I*

Tho Capltal Grsnt SdBno

Ihis $lEme aims b h€lp ErElish norHalional mus€uns |Er $€
costs ol he conshEtion wdk Equired b o@ia dirionat or
impov€d ac.ofinodatifi tor musm cotteclio.s anctor Ehbd
dt6€r\]€id iacililie.sa. TlF.r€aton ot fio 006r ot ENiq|Ba
Advis€r b pEpare guiirelin€s o.r envjrcnmentat moniradns ad
conbol has help€d l@s dlonrjon o t€ €nviEnmenbl ple
ions tor oti€cls of @nsruc{on rc*. Apptidts ar€ 6led b
.I€rnorlshab an aivapres of drent environmonbl condirios.
lhe pobnral ol rhe burtdrE wort td €i€.ring inptemenr, dd ro
show how envircnn€nial @ndidoos wifi b€ monibEd snd coi
nolbd on omdetion ot fE wo*.

Portornme m6asur6

Musms ad gaileies shdld fnd b@ sbnchrds ueu b€ndr
mart6 againsr wh-xa b m6dul€ fpt peioman@. Simple per
lom&ca hdcabB mgy krlud€ he avajhutity ol €n$Mm6B
moniroring €quiFnent A Wodd.E pady of t|€ [,tco, crlai€d bt
Pol. Jolm Last, will b€ rcfoning on lo.al aurtM.ry mus€ums dt
rext yeaf. P€nbmnc€ m€asu€mdt in muwms and oa di6 is
olE ol hs ar@ b€ing c.isileGd. This wod( coinddes wih bs
drEnl @i6f ot lo.€l dhdiv sp6dn9 by fte Audir Comnis
sion, inddng spend.E in he l€isu.e industy. Tpt @Do.r is dt€
b b€ publish€d early in 1991.

The MJsns F€gist-adon Schne ard ttle progmm€ ol
6tandads &Elopmont by dre MGC @md€menr each oher.
Enny b tE Csmissiorl's Resisbr rso6e;b a.hae!€m q a
basoline in slandar*, ad h6 gabway b tundry ard Bsjstance
aim€d at hising hsm'6. o.r tie oher hand. fie Srandards ior
Collections Car€ will |E@mmond optinum condliore. c.anb lrtl
b€ a\ailable b h€lp nusms achi€ve fiee hiqh€r slardd6.
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Standalds lor trahlng and quallflcatlons
UKIC'6 orn TEling Coinmib€ has b€sr €6bblish€d tor n|aiy
y€arE. lt has &no impoiadx/o in d€\€lqi€ a Co.€ Cunicutwn:
a@r ol knowlodS€ N'fiicfr should b€ h€b in dnmon by atl
@n$rua!0r6, on whid turhd morc sp€dalis€d rainmg c€n
buld.-lte Museuns TninirE Inslitub (MTI) a was s€t up aB a l€sult
or |n€ t|€ irGC'E Halo R€port (1947F . lt fits into he bDad€r
sbndadas€tnE ||ar'6mrk |o| €.fucation, p.DnFisd by t€ T|ain-
ing A€€icy* and !€ National Coundl lor Voerional Oualifica-
Itons4 S€l,€lEl sp€d:ii6l p€n€ls ars dn€niy wo*jng b d€ir€
hs iainhg G+i|gn€nts of t|e various brandEs of t€ gl bsidl
nre conE€r'aid tEhing FiFI ha! b€s d!€n€d Firly by nE
MTI a.'d |he Com€ryalkln Unit, b analys€ taining n€€ds in
conssvarion rnd b s€t st n&ds id @sqvation tainim wihin

Standards ior conseryatlon

By br i€ mmon€st con!€rvatih siandads al€ $oss tor tE
€nvtonrt€rli ol otisb. Guk EIms oi good pracic€ in lt€ d,
salm snviomdr arE €mbodi€d in Gany ltdnsonb $€l|(. Ih€y
are invalu€bl€ b€cals€ thoy pEvide m€asureabls, arainabb
g@ls. Howsr€r, iEy rais€ nEny oher qlr€stiolts. F6. oEmpl€,
hs,v imp.rlrt i6 n b k€€p rsldiw t mijity vrihin srid p€lame-
bls? W€ clo not klw ir debil whet &mag6 odrB, mr ho/v tasr
il wil o@r, if w€ do not. This gi€s ns€ b a multiolicity ol
snvnDnrHia, stan&rds. In ho hbst UICC Guidstin€s, tur d€
Pl€pal€lion ol Exevalkr Arcniwi'. m blv€r $an nin€ ditftrer
sp€dfi@fons br |Elaltw humility a|s sp€.ifi€d lq !€ dfligl€nr
ard'ilEl mbd€b alon€. Stll, m only ha6 b imagim a rcdd
wihout G€rry lho.n$ns sland€ds, with 6Ery indlicl]al coisor
r€t'r gu66sirg al rvhat param€b|t aro noc€ssary, b s€e how
ussfi-l hes€ pEgmatic sbndads arc.

ErvlF||rtBl d.ndsftl. and dF lrcc

tho M@ witr b€ coi6ilqing intodu.jng goi&lires for 6nttul-
msbl oEnibdng and c6.'tol. In pFpqraiion bt1@, tE M@b
Ends €ns|ing 6d€mos atB ass€66ing $s 6fi6cr hd sldl
sbncbds mlH haw on h€i rdk. Sdomes idLd€ t|€ C4ibl
Gratb S.t'orn€, f|€ GolEnfn€ii Ind€mnity Sdl€me, and tl6 R€s

Spdrfic siardads may also be &wlop€d For er€mds tl€
MGC and t|€ Vrcbtu a Ab€r! Mus€um al€ ag6g€d o a joint
Plq€d b d€vis€ a way o, bsthg mu6€um dsday cas€s lor sir
tgnh€ss on :ib. gcr' a m€tEd w(Ilb enaue he mus€um and
he manuldrEr b agl€€ b a sp€dficatidr jn tl€ kno..ledge tEl
his can b€ lrorifiod b t€ satisl*tion ol borh panies. lhe fndings
ol nis p.q6ci $ill bo us€d to can'ras oFtr*fs on wt€h€r a &ijsh
Slandard h. mus€tlm disday cas my b€ €qj€d or wdld b€
uetul. lhe con5€n abr ofi6n hs6 l s or no say in th€ dloics ol
disday ca!€6; cudr a srandard rfl|d pEvi& a us€tu| bd tol
sp€dting tro snvironm€nral pddmanos ol a pbposod pur,

Con..rvrdm lr-tmdr

This, fi€ aclility d whbh most cois@ation iime is spent is
cov€r€d b a (bgt€€ an h6 vrrbus Fofsssiood bodss' Co&s of
Pra.lica, sud a€ UKIC'S Guidancs br Cons€ruation Padic€n
Two imponarn aspocb r€ akays sp€dfedr fi€ n€€d b sriv€ tor
€v€.sibl€ !€ahent!, and hs n€€d to ks6p pEp€r f€cods.

P'olb..boll inrt 1,o lng Ferh.

Slandads e b€hg de!€lop€d by fE Cons€rv€lon Unit h hs
R€9i6br ol Cossvsbl6!, aid €ry signinc€ndy by UK|C iri tE
mscent Acrr€dtarioo Sd|€m€. Boh al€ sppdi€d bt tl€ MGC.

lhs vaio'rs c8des ol p?ctice b€ing dev€toped by plob6-
sbnal groJF d1d oEanisations, sodr as &AFRA 'rd tlo Ar-
dE€obg), S€djon, sJE 6x!€mdy impoftnt b hs d€l€toprenr o,

Al N/€{ d cqnm€n(hlioB o poiessional pradica, h€lE
ar€ g€nsral €npbymont laws and cgulations, as wett 6 m€ny
h€alh ad el€ry standddB ard |€gutarions, whi* ha\€ b€s
oompreh€nsi$ly doormenlsd 6lswhe€.'.

How (b slandards attect our uork?
lhds is sto.'g dErmstanli.l oli&nc€ trd srdar,s can Eie
qualily. For €xanpl€, $€ Eligibitiry Cdroda tor cranr-Aided
sbrage ot Elcavrlir A.$i\€s \ €r€ Fdish€d by d€ MGC h
t9s1!. lh€ g|ada nE C.f€ia €bl b m in thgms€N€s rpt taro€.
Holl€v€r, t|€ oxisbnca d hs sbndajd o.omobd rtE Mus€u;6
aid Galleries Comnissbn b ofier cafibl g|anb to^lads m€€ftE
t€m. itu€6lln6 ehi$ dd mi nEel dle srandard had a po$€tu|
lsw b us€ h a{uing ld inpro$ng t|€il laililies. Or|t rwo,trc€
y€aB aft€r rh€i intoduciid, he r€c€nr l€s€aEh undsralGn tor
hs 'Cosr ot Coll€ding' 6ljdyz fdrd trat archaeotogical 6bE9e
was mesurady b€tler hd hd hr oter Vp€s ot obir<r.

Ih€ appoa.f' b€hg adopH in he U.S.A. h6 b€n <res.rib€d
6lsart'€€!. Instod of u6ing sbndads, fx€d goal posrs, it u6€s
fle app@ci of ass€ssmsB b rEsLtt in phns lor imrfov€msr as
crn€& ft grdnl aid. This is a dir,e€ni apPload, and w€ rddtd
argus a hs st^aighfo ad d6, io a common aim, cenrd io
ds€ft€blE he wodd ow, tlat ot r Eising the srandad ot cars
ol hisbdc and antsdc rctks.

Slandad6 mko it €asi€r b tsat @ns€r,/atm as an int€g|at
pen or a musoums dporale d6n. coll€ctions care siandarG
should bo a major consij€Et'on wtl€n cottecring potijrs a€ b€ing
drawn up. C.ns€ arion sbrdads Eis dle wijer que$ion as b
wheh€f acquinng otiers is justfiod ltts hei arE insufiioient
€eurces lor hen Fffiior|.

Concluslon
Poisssionals aie €mdqed or hiEd as mudr for deii knowtedge
ol ad 6p€nis€ in applying sbnd€r* as br tls sp€o:at skils ti€y
poss€ss. Standadisdin proti.les fio basis br ea6y commun@-
lin and t .jlilab6 tE exchag€ ol ideas, FD&crs and s4ies,
pronoting (bwbpmeni and onsolijaung -hieEmonun con-
cluso, conskiff PD 39r219e8, Th€ opeEtion ot sbndards in a
company, . to srhmads€ how we se€ fi€ aims ol
siand€d€nnE in cons€ryafon:
1 . Ov*l ooononry: lcr 6xample, sbnciadielim of he r6nge ol

€quipm€nt u8€d lor onvircnmentat monitodng and conrol
would prc.nob indlangEslility ol eqjpm€nr and bcitibb
h6 interFetation ol &b.

2. lmpro\€d commmicattm h|ough €lere@ b codss ot p@
tico and slan&d spocifcalions.

3. lmgl'vng oll€djons c€re hEugh cDmmon agred sbndads
hr display, sb.age snd t'ansFn ol oblrcr!.

4. TIE P.omoljor ot hsa[hy and sal€ wod{ns pracric€s lor 6ttt
cons€rvatoF, hrcugh supponing dd impt€nenrating rhe
Hsalth and Salaty at Work Act, COSHH and other
€gulalions,-d, r'€ v/.uld ad:

5. High* p.of€ssonal standards lor all consererors, snce
co<bs ol FEclics ensu€ bt dnp€lilion and ofi6 s lEluabt€
bd h n€gotialions *ih smploy€G anJ di€nts.

In @rcludon, w€ want b G€mphasiz€ tD imporhnc€ ot
h4dng he g€r|€lal c.ibda whi$ standdds should m€et rd€d at
he beginning ol ftis pap€r Al sbn&rd 6eding bodes shqrld
employ t'6s€ cril€d,a il hey @ ki aloid pitfalls sudr as an
unealisric variev of pardoiers, yvhich may make he sbndard
unr€€lisl'c or bo dfr@h io me€t in @dico.
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UKIC has d| hcksngt impodanr de in ds/€toFing sbn
dads We h66 ah€ady s€€n its work oo stardards tq th€
strage ot €)(.avabd finds adopbd by h€ MGC in ib .Eigibitily
Cdbria'. lf it tllo./s good p|ldic€ in sbrdgJd srino, F @
bor b.sad b a stagth€nrE ot our pobssional posiron ed a
Eluauo aid !o inG€6€d em€icy by tla sl€nLE.
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